
Three Generations of Imbeciles 

Are Enough:

A Eugenic Centennial

Paul A. Lombardo
Center for Law, Health & Society

Georgia State University College of Law



Gregor
Mendel

1822-1884



Mendel’s Pea Plants



Francis 
Galton 

1822-1911





Winfield Kansas 

State Asylum



Dr. Albert 
Ochsner

1858-1925

First Reported 
Vasectomy

1899



Samuel 
Pennypacker

Pennsylvania 
Governor 

Vetoed 1905 
Sterilization Bill 



School # 5

W. Washington  
& California

Oscar McCulloch School





Dr. Harry Sharp

Dr. John Hurty



Governor 

Frank Hanly

1905-1909



New York Times 1919



Warren Wallace Smith—”Moral Pervert”









Justice Oliver Wendell Holmes Jr.



VIVIAN                          EMMA

CARRIE

1924-1932 1906-1983 1872-1944





Countries with Sterilization Laws

• Alberta, Canada--1928
• Vaud, Switzerland--1928
•Denmark, 1929 
• British Columbia, Canada--1933
•Norway, 1934
•Germany, 1934
• Sweden, 1935



Countries with Sterilization 
Laws

• Finland, 1935
• Veracruz, Mexico--1936 
• Estonia, 1937
• Iceland, 1938
• Japan, 1941



DeKalb County Court House      
Auburn Indiana



Stump v. Sparkman, 1978



Approximate Sterilization Totals
• California 20,000 1
• Virginia 8300 2
• North Carolina 6300 3
• Michigan 3800 4
• Georgia 3300 5

Kansas 3000 6
• Indiana 2400 7
• Oregon 2400 8
• Minnesota 2350 9
• Wisconsin 1825 10
• South Carolina 277 22
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